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UM FOOTBALL HOSTS GREAT GRIZ (GRASS) ENCOUNTER
MISSOULA Football fans will get their first chance to set foot on the Montana Grizzlies’ new turf
during the annual Great Griz Encounter on Sunday, Aug. 19.
This year’s free event includes a special ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new Griz
Grass, an artificial playing surface that uses synthetic "grass" over a unique rubber in-fill. The
Great Griz Encounter starts at 3 p.m. on the UM River Bowl, located between the Clark Fork
River and the north end of Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
At 4:20 p.m. the Grizzlies will sing their victory fight song, "Up With Montana"
before leading the crowd across the street for a brief ceremony at the entrance to the stadium’s
tunnel. After the ribbon is cut, fans can walk through the tunnel and onto the new Griz Grass.
Grizzly quarterbacks John Edwards and Brandon Neill will be on hand to throw passes to kids
on the new field.
Before the ceremony, Grizzly football players and coaches will sign autographs on this
season’s posters and pose for pictures with fans. Vendors will sell merchandise bearing the
Griz logo, and doors prizes will be given away. All-American and honors candidates will be
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introduced and Grizzly football head coach Joe Glenn will welcome guests and talk about the
2001 season, which begins Sept. 1 with pre-conference play at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.
An anonymous donor gave Grizzly Athletics $1 million to replace the natural grass
field with SprinTurf, a state-of-the-art artificial turf.
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